
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT – Harlan, Iowa – 09/05/2019 
 

The Board of Adjustment of the City of Harlan met pursuant to law and the rules of said 
Board in special session in the Council Chambers in City Hall at Noon on the 5th day of 
September 2019. Chairperson Christensen called the meeting to order and the following 
members were: 

Present:  Mike Christensen, Al Ickes, Isaak Wangler, Jennifer Kelly, & Ruthanne Grimsley 
Absent:  
Also Present: Zoning Administrator Gene Gettys, Board Secretary Renee Hansen, Marian & 
Don Kaufman, Rod Baxter, Dustin Hansen, & Angie Newland. 
 
It was moved by Grimsley and seconded by Ickes that the agenda be approved.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 

The Chairperson asked that any conflicts of interest be stated.  None were stated. 

It was moved by Kelly and seconded by Grimsley that the 07/26/2019 minutes be 
approved.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Chairperson Christensen announced that this was the date, time, and place for the public 
hearings regarding:  
 

CASE BA2019-007 – an application by Stephanie Robinson & Dustin Hansen, 
contractor, for a 0’ side yard setback variance and a 7’ rear setback from east 
property line variance for a property located at 1320 Lincoln Ave. 
 
Motion to open meeting by Ickes and seconded by Wangler. 
 
No objections have been filed with City Hall. 
 
Dustin Hansen explained the need for variances. The lot is small, owner will be 
in a wheelchair eventually, so everything needs to be built to accommodate this.  
 
Angie Newland was present to ask questions about lot lines. 
 
Gene Gettys explained that there are many cases of smaller lots that have been 
granted variances for that reason. 
 

 
It was moved by Grimsley and seconded by Kelly to close the public hearing. The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
It was moved by Grimsley and was seconded by Kelly to allow a 0’ rear yard setback and a 
7’ or greater side yard setback contingent upon the location of the property lines by 
locating property pins or by a survey. 
 
  Roll Call Vote 

Ayes: Christensen, Kelly, Ickes, Wangler, Grimsley 
Nays: None 
Whereupon the motion carried. 
 

Chairperson Christensen announced that this was the date, time, and place for the public 
hearings regarding:  
 

CASE BA2019-008 – an application by, Application by Marian & Don Kaufman for 
a variance to construct a 6’ projection from the house located at 1802 W Park St.  
 
Motion to open meeting by Grimsley and seconded by Kelly. 

 
No objections have been filed with City Hall.  
 
The owners brought in two letters from neighbors in favor of the application. 
 
Rod Baxter spoke on behalf of the owners noting that they need a way to access 
their home and the proposed 6’ projection of the porch would allow this. 



 
 
It was moved by Kelly and seconded by Grimsley to close the public hearing. The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
It was moved by Wangler and was seconded by Ickes to allow a 6’ projection from the front 
of the house. 
 
  Roll Call Vote 

Ayes: Christensen, Kelly, Ickes, Wangler, Grimsley 
Nays: None 
Whereupon the motion carried. 
 

 
Meeting adjourned.  

There being no further business, the meeting on motion adjourned. 

________________________________                  ____________________________________ 
Renee Hansen, Secretary    Mike Christensen, Chairperson 
 

These minutes are as recorded by the Secretary and are subject to Board approval at the next called 
meeting. 
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